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SUB J : FMG ANNOUNCES GOWON IMPLICATED IN ABORTIVE COUP. 

DEPARTMENT PLEASE REPEAT ALL AFRICAN DIPLOMATIC POSTS AND CAPE TOWN 
FOR EMBASSY 

1 . FMG HAS ANNOUNCED THAT ITS INVESTIGATIONS SINCE LAST FRIDAY'S 
ABORTIVE COUP SHOW THAT THE COUP PLOTTERS HAD AS AN OBJECTIVE THE 
RETURN TO POWER OF FORMER HEAD OF STATE GENERAL YAKUB U GOWON AND HIS 
MILITARY GOVERNORS. ANNOUNCEMENT ADDED THAT FMG HAS AMPLE EVIDENCE 
TO SHOW THAT GOWON KNEW ABOUT AND BY IMPLICATION APPROVED THE COUP 
ATTEMPT. 

2. ANNOUNCEMENT GOES ON TO STATE THAT THERE WAS A LONG LIST OF 
INTENDED ASSASSINATION TARGETS, IN ADDITION TO GENERAL MURTALA 
MUHAMMED, WHICH INCLUDED NEW HEAD OF STATE OBASANJO, CHIEF OF ARMY 
STAFF LT. GEN. DANJUMA AND COMMISSIONER EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

COL. JOSEPH GARBA. 
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3. COMMENT: THE ANNOUNCEMENT THAT OBJECTIVE OF COUP WAS TO 
RESTORE GOWON AND HIS UNPOPULAR AND CORRUPT STATE GOVERNORS TO 
POWER MAY HELP CALM AN INCREASINGLY UNEASY NIGERIA. 

ANNOUNCEMENT COULD RESULT IN A LESSENING OF ANTI-FOREIGN FEELING. 

GOWON'S CONTINUING PRESENCE IN UK, HOWEVER, COUPLED WITH COUP 
LEADER DIMKA'S VISIT TO U.K. HIGH COMMISSION LAST FRIDAY, MAY 
SERVE TO KEEP CHARGES OF BRITISH COMPLICITY ALIVE. IT ALSO 
POSSIBLE THAT PRESS WILL ATTEMPT CONTRAST GOWON'S NON-ACTIVIST 
FOREIGN POLICY WITH MUHAMMEDS FORTHRIGHT PRO-MPLA STANCE 
(AND HIS ATTACKS ON US ANGOLAN AND SOUTHERN AFRICAN POLICY) 

IN A WAY THAT WILL SUGGEST US IMPLICATION IN COUP PLOT. 
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